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INTRODUCTION
It is widely recognized that library automation is most likely to be
economically justifiable through (a) the sharing of computer resources among
a number of libraries, by networking or other cooperative arrangements, or (b)
the use of minicomputers within the complete control of a single library.
Cooperation in data processing was the subject of the clinic of 1973. It is
fitting, therefore, that the other approach, the use of minicomputers, should
have been the theme of the 1974 clinic, the proceedings of which appear in
this volume.
These papers present a wide range of applications of minicomputers to
library-related problems: circulation control, cataloging, education and train-
ing, information retrieval, acquisitions, serials control, and other technical
processes. In some applications the minicomputer is a stand-alone unit, in
others it is a "front end" device in a larger equipment configuration, and in
the application discussed by Waite, the minicomputer is incorporated into an
on-line terminal operating within a dispersed computing network. An impor-
tant element in this clinic was the tutorial on minicomputers in libraries,
presented by Divilbiss and Corey.
This clinic was attended by well over 100 representatives from all types
of libraries. A formal evaluation, conducted by questionnaire, indicated that
the clinic was received with enthusiasm by the majority of participants. The
evaluation was also very useful in bringing out suggestions from the partici-
pants on topics for future clinics, as well as suggestions as to how the format
of these meetings might be improved in the future.
F. WILFRID LANCASTER
Editor

